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A peek into the past

Duxbury’s
Early Settlers:
Thomas Prence
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This is the first installment
of a series of articles about
Duxbury’s early settlers,
using land records and other
historical documents. Contact
Mr. Healy at monty15@msn.
com with any questions or
comments.
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he property granted
to Thomas Prence
comprised 80 acres.
At the time, Prence was married to Patience Brewster,
daughter of Elder Brewster;
they had two
children,
Thomas, Jr.
and Rebecca. Prence
was the third
governor of
Plymouth
By Lamont “Monty” Colony, servHealy
ing 18 times
(one-year terms) and when he
was not governor, he was assistant governor.
In total, Prence had Thomas, Jr., and eight daughters. He
was married to Patience from
1624 to 1634, when she died.
He then married Mary Collier,
daughter of William Collier,
another Duxbury settler, in
1636, and finally married Mary
Freeman, widow of Samuel
Freeman of Eastham in 1662.
All but two of his daughters
settled in Eastham and his son
Thomas went to England.
His daughter Mary married
John Tracey of Duxbury, and
his daughter Elizabeth married
Arthur Howland of Marshfield. The colony records mention, “Arthur Howland is fined
five pounds for making proposals to Elizabeth, daughter
of Thomas Prence, contrary
to the mind and will of their
parents.” Arthur could not be
dissuaded, however, and he
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The 80-acre property granted to Thomas
Prence, the third governor of Plymouth Colony,
is today bordered by Kingston Bay, Bay Road
and Tremont Street, and bisected by Soule
Avenue (inset).

eventually married Elizabeth.
Apparently, even Pilgrims had
in-law issues.
Prence died in Plymouth
in 1673 at the age of 73. His
property passed to John Howland (Pilgrim), who Governor
Bradford called “a lusty yonge
man,” and then to William
Kempe (Kemp) on April 2,
1640, the last time it contained
80 acres. William Kempe was
married to Elizabeth Partridge,
the Rev. Ralph Partridge’s

daughter. Rev. Ralph was the
first minister of Duxbury’s
church.
At this point, it appears
the easterly 40 acres (which
includes present-day Soule
Avenue, Spruce Street, Sanger
Road and Beechwood Lane)
passed into the Partridge family. First Elizabeth inherited
the property upon the death
of her husband William Kemp
(1). (We use numbers to differentiate between people of

the same name but of different generations.) It is strange
that a daughter would inherit
property in the 17th century,
but she must have been the
Rev. Ralph’s only child. Then
the property was sold or given
to George Partridge, likely an
uncle or cousin, and he left it
to his son, James.
The next known owner was Charles Turner who
was minister of the Duxbury

he year’s first dusting of
snow has finally overspread
the December roses by the
police station. The last time I saw
roses in December, I was working
for the American Red Cross at Fort
Belvoir, VA during the first Gulf War,
and slipping up here to Duxbury every
other week end. Strong roses grow in
Virginia, but it takes a stronger rose
and a warmer autumn to see December
roses in Duxbury when the Christmas

WHAT’S GOING
ON HERE?

season is well under way.
Our local symphony, the Plymouth
Philharmonic, runs their Holiday Pops
concert this weekend, Saturday and
Sunday, Dec. 12-13, at Plymouth’s
Memorial Hall. The Saturday show
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Joy to the Whirl

By Bruce Barrett, Clipper Columnist
bruce@duxburyclipper.com

A federally licensed tax professional
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starts at 8 p.m., Sunday’s matinee at
3 p.m. As always, Director Steven
Karidoyanes will speak to all comers
an hour before the show.
As I write, tickets are still
available, but don’t expect to buy good
tickets at the door. Call the Phil at
508-746-8008 for information, or buy
them on line at www.plymouthphil.
org. WBZ radio host Jordan Rich will
read ’Twas the Night Before Christmas
to a “lush symphonic score,” and the
orchestra will also perform music
continued on page 4

Mon/Thurs
or
Tues/Fri
16 Chestnut St. Duxbury

1-800-79-Valet

www.thecleanist.com

Native Grown Turkeys & Turkey Products

TAKE-OUT

781-5
85-2392
www.bongis.com Rt. 53, Duxbury, MA 02332

Find help fast in the Service Directory … page 13

4

Joyful Whirl
continued from page one

from John Williams film score for the holiday classic, Home
Alone. They’ll be joined for this by the Pilgrim Festival Chorus
(William B. Richter, Director) and the Federal Furnace School
Treble Chorus (Kathy McMinn, Director).
Christmas season is a whirl of activity, but a time for deep
reflection as well. December roses may be rare in the garden,
but not so rare in the heart. Thorns and roses can mix with
memories that run deep, some joyful, some painful, some both.
Above it all, giving sets the tone for the season. Above it all, or
perhaps a foundation that should lay under the whole affair.
The Holiday Pops concert, once again, will be highlighted
by the March of the Toys, a charming scene in which all the
children of in the audience line up to march to the classic
music of the same name. The children must each bring a toy
for the Children’s Holiday Fund, sponsored by the Old Colony
Memorial and administered by the Plymouth Area Coalition for
the Homeless.
It’s a time when giving can run in many directions. George
Prebola, current President of the Duxbury Rotary, called me a
while back about a note from Razia Jan, founder of the Zabuli
School for Girls in Deh Sabz, Afghanistan. Razia needed funds
to purchase fuel to heat two of the schoolrooms through the
winter, so the school could stay open on a limited basis. The
Rotary met the need from their fund for the project, but that
fund could use replenishment. You can give to the Rotary at
P.O. Box 800, Duxbury, MA, 02332, or go on line to Razia’s
Ray of Hope (raziasrayofhope.org) to learn more, or to watch
the heart-warming videos now available on the site.
It seems so long ago, Razia’s effort to build and maintain
the Zabuli School, which opened in the spring of 2008, was in
many ways a Duxbury project. It only makes sense to keep its
Duxbury roots strong, and support the “December roses,” those
eager and courageous girls and teachers who want to work
through the cold winter, and keep the school strong and warm.
Razia also works for Arzu Rugs, a charity that supports
Afghan rug weaving families who are often from the poorest,
most oppressed groups in Afghanistan’s complex world. You
can check the program at arzurugs.org. The word – Arzu –
means “hope,” and while it might be too late to have a rug
delivered before Christmas, it may be that starting the process
now will give you, Razia, and a rug-weaving family in
Afghanistan reason for real hope.

Happy Holidays!
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The Prence property
continued from page one

Church in 1755. He resigned
the ministry in 1776 “because
of ill health,” but many believe it was because he was a
Loyalist. He moved to what is
now Turner, Maine (yes, they
renamed the town after him,)
and some of his stories refer to
his stay in Duxbury and being
jeered while preaching with
the meeting house half empty
(H. A. Fish).
Charles Turner, Jr. deeded the property referred to as
the “Turner Farm” to Zedekiah Sanger, who succeeded
Charles Turner as minister
of the Duxbury Church. Rev.
Sanger was quite successful
as Duxbury’s minister, and the
meeting house would only hold
half of the people who wanted
to attend. (The Revolutionary
War undoubtedly resolved this
problem.) Rev. Sanger was the
first minister to preach in the
Meeting House that the Unitarian Church replaced. After
about 10 years (1776-c. 1786)
Rev. Sanger resigned; he tried
navigation and failed, and then
resumed preaching in south
Bridgewater.
The next owners of the
easterly 40 acres were James
Soule (family members pronounce the name “sole” and it
was originally spelled Soul),
his sons James and Richard,
and after them, Renslow Crosby who had married one of the
family.
James (1) had a shipyard
at the water’s edge (just east
of the current Landing Road
Beach) where he had built a
wharf and conducted a salt
works. The Soules built a number of small craft. It seems that
there was an active shipyard

Famous Prence decendents
Bing Crosby – Singer and
Actor
Sarah Palin – Fmr. Governor
of Alaska
Commodore Oliver Hazard
Perry –War of 1812 hero
Matthew Perry – U.S. Navy
Commodore, opened Japan to
the West
Arthur Sulzberger Jr. – New
York Times publisher
Orville and Wilbur Wright –
Flight pioneers

on this property for more than
100 years when it was finally
sold to Edward G. Beechwood
in 1922.
It appears that Soule Avenue got its name from the
Soule family, Sanger Road
from the Rev. Zedekiah
Sanger, and Beechwood Lane
from Edward G. Beechwood.
The other streets probably
were named for “what was
there:” Spruce – spruce trees;
Summerhouse – a summer
house.
The westerly 40 acres of
Prence’s original 80, passed
to Patience Kempe (Kempe,
not because she was William
Kempe’s (1) daughter, but because she was William Kempe’s (2) daughter) who married
Dr. Samuel Seabury and probably was given this 40 acre lot
by her grandmother Elizabeth
(Partridge) Kempe Thatcher,
who inherited the land from
her first husband, William
Kempe. Follow?
The land was in Dr. Samuel Seabury’s possession before
Feb, 13, 1689 when George
Partridge referred to it in a deed
(Ply. Colony Reg. of Deeds,
Bk. 1, P. 142) (E.D.J.). Henry
A. Fish describes at length the
matrimonial alliances of the

Partridge, Kemp, Thatcher,
and Seabury families as “causing no end of trouble to genealogists.” No doubt!
Here’s what we think happened: William Kempe (1) was
a widower with a son William
Kempe (2) when he married
Elizabeth Partridge. William
Kempe (1) died c. 1641, and
his widow married the Rev.
Thomas Thatcher in 1643 and
they had a daughter Patience
(named after her grandmother Partridge) who grew up to
marry William Kempe (2), her
mother’s step-son.
According to Justin Winsor’s History of Duxbury
(1849), the inlet below Bay
Road west of Landing Road
was referred to as “Mosquito
Hole” as early as 1639. This
establishes a historical reason
for why the southerly portion of Myles Standish Park
is sometimes referred to as
“Mosquito Village.” For the
most part, streets in this area
are named after the early Pilgrim settlers.
The Shore Acres Inn was
located on the southwest corner of the intersection of Soule
Avenue and Tremont Street in
the late 1920s. The Inn was
owned by Louise Chandler
and her husband Norman St.
George and catered to actors
and actresses. After her husband died, Louise married actor Carl Stowe and they continued to operate the Inn for
some time. It was not unusual
to see Mrs. Stowe, noted for
her striking outfits, out doing
her daily shopping wearing
white gloves and a large hat.
Stay tuned to the Clipper
for more stories about Duxbury’s early settlers.

