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Mitigation Plan with MAPC staff
By Susanna Sheehan, Clipper Staff
susanna@duxburyclipper.com

Trying to prevent loss
of life and property damage
from natural disasters before
they happen is the focus of a
planning effort in Duxbury
unveiled this week by the
Metropolitan Area Planning
Council.
Two representatives from
the MAPC presented a draft
of a Hazard Mitigation Plan

to the Board of Selectmen
Monday, explaining that when
a community takes action to
prepare for natural hazards
like storms, flooding and wildfires, they are in much better
shape when any of these problems occur.
Martin Pillsbury and Joseph Domelowicz have been
working on the plan for almost two years, meeting with
continued on page 6

SHUCK IT TO ME: Island Creek Oyster owner Skip Bennett is surrounded by some of his shuckers,
Johnny Heinstadt, Quinn Cosgrove and Gardner Loring during Saturday’s Oyster Festival. See page
18 for more photos.
Photo by Karen Wong

Duxbury’s early settlers
William Palmer and the Partridge family

W

By Lamont “Monty” Healy
Special to the Clipper

illiam Palmer
and his son
William, Jr. arrived aboard the Fortune in
1621. The Fortune was the
first ship to arrive in Plymouth after the Mayflower. The
ship sailed from England, but
had friends and family of the
Pilgrims aboard from Leyden, Holland. William, Sr.’s
wife, Mary, arrived later on
the Anne, the third ship to arrive.

This is the sixth installment of a series of articles about Duxbury’s
early settlers, using
land records and other
historical documents.

continued on page 14
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Communication is the
key.
That’s the message teen
author
Brigitte
Berman
brought to the Duxbury Middle School last week as part of
her efforts to combat bullying
around Massachusetts and the
country.
Berman, 16, is the author
of the book “Dorie Witt’s
Guide to Surviving Bullies.”
She has also testified before
the Massachusetts legislature
and travels around to schools

speaking about how to combat
bullying and cyberbullying.
The message she told a
group of parents Tuesday
night (she had spoken to DMS
students earlier in the day) was
to speak to, and listen to, their
children. The event was sponsored by Duxbury No Place
for Hate.
“As a parent, you don’t
have to know all the answers,”
she said. “You just have to listen and care.”
Berman started to investigate the bullying phenomenon
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Duxbury Early Settlers: Palmer
continued from page one

As a family of three, each
being allotted 20 acres, the
Palmers received a grant of 60
acres in the Second Plymouth
Division of 1627. In addition
they received a “salt meadow”
grant of five acres. A mystery
surrounds William, Jr., as he
was living with the family at
the time of the grant, but not
mentioned in his father’s will
10 years later in 1637. William, Jr. married Elizabeth
Hodgekins on Mar. 27, 1634
in Plymouth. He could have
died, in which case there
should have been some record
of his death and there isn’t, but
we think we have learned what
happened to him. He may have
returned to England, but William, Sr. mentioned his other
children, who may have also
been in England, in his will.
This is intriguing, as William,
Sr. was a very religious and
considerate man who thought
of all his family and friends
when he wrote his will.
William Palmer, Sr. was
not a young man when he arrived in the colony. He made
his will in 1637, about five
years after moving from Plymouth to Duxbury. A clear picture of the nature of this man is
obvious from a reading of his
will. He appointed Bradford,
Winslow and Prence, three
men who would eventually
serve as Governor of the colony, as his administrators. He
instructs them to “deal well”
with his young wife, because
she is “dear to me.” They are
to sell off most of his property
and she was to have “no less
than one third of the money.”
Palmer suspected she was
expecting his baby and specified that, if that were so, one
third of the estate would go
to his unborn child. It appears
he was right, as a son William
was born on June 27, 1638 approximately seven months after William, Sr. died.
This third William married a Susanna in 1662 and,
we believe, moved on to Newtown, Long Island. William
Sr. also specified that, if his
wife was not expecting, the
money should go to Rebecca,
his granddaughter, and Moses
Rowley “whom I love,” but
whom we today know nothing
about. The money wasn’t to be
put in their parent’s hands, but
preserved for them “till they
come to yeares of discretion.”
Palmer also hoped Rowley
would be placed with Ralph
Partridge so “he might be
brought up in the fear of God,”
(and be tutored) if his father
allowed it.
Palmer
also
remembered his children Henry and
Bridgitt, “if they be living,”
suggesting they were in England. Further “it was the will
of the testator (William, Sr.)
that his wife should be ruled
by her “ancient,” Mr. Edward
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The Gambrel roofed house at 47 Partridge Rd., owned by John and
Julie Truelove.

Winslow, in her marriage if
she “look to partake in any
part of this estate, otherwise
not.” The term “ancient” here
refers to a sage, venerable person (often older) to provide
advice to the new widow. He
also remembered his friends
Stephen Tracy, John Willis
and “the church at Plymouth.”
All in all, he was a thoughtful
and considerate man.
A substantial amount of
confusion surrounds the three
William Palmers. Some have
the wrong William (the one
born in 1612 who we’re calling junior) moving on to Long
Island, which was not the case.
Some evidence comes from a
court case in which John Willis and his wife, Elizabeth,
brought a case against the
Palmer Administrators for
£20, claiming a lot of land he
had the rights to because of his
marriage to his wife, Elizabeth, who had been the wife
of William Palmer, Jr. This
leads one to believe that, not
only was his son dead, but his
widow had remarried – ample
reason for William, Sr. to have
left William, Jr. out of the will.
John Willis’ claim was denied.
William Palmer’s homestead farm was sold for £100 in
1638 to Thomas Besbeech of
Scituate. The Besbeech name
has since morphed into Bisby
or Bisbee. Mr. Besbeech sold
the homestead farm to John
Reyner in 1647 for £35 in corn
and cattle – “goats excepted.”
Besbeech was to pay for the
property with corn and cattle
(but, no goats); it seems that
goats were relatively worthless at the time. John Reyner
was the teacher in the church
in Plymouth. He moved to
Duxbury because of his being
well acquainted with the Rev.
Ralph Partridge. Five years after he bought it, John Reyner
sold the property at a loss for
£25 to Ralph Partridge and
moved on to parts unknown.
Ralph Partridge was the
much revered first minister of
Duxbury’s First Parish Church.
He served the town well for
over 20 years and compared to
some who followed, he could

be described as the best of the
best. In addition to his preaching and church activities he
was often called upon to tutor the young men in town in
the hope for them to move on
to Harvard. Evidence of this
can be seen in Mr. Palmer’s
will above, in regard to Moses
Rowley.
Ralph Partridge died in
1658, lamented by friends,
family, parish and colony
leaders. There were many tributes showing the respect he
commanded throughout New
England. He was buried in the
graveyard by the first meeting
house. Although there is no
headstone, there is a cobblestoned area about the size of
a grave. It was uncovered in
the late 1800s, and is possibly
the final resting place of Duxbury’s first minister. When the
Rev. Ralph died he had accumulated over 150 acres in different areas of town. The bulk
of his property was left to his
daughter, Elizabeth, the only
daughter to come to New England. She deeded some of his
property to George Partridge,
who, we believe, was the Rev.
Ralph’s brother. Although he
may have had other children
in England who eventually migrated to this country, it’s most
likely that the Partridge descendents in this area are from
the George Partridge line.
See next week’s Clipper for
the conclusion of this story.
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SHOULDERING RESPONSIBILITY
The rotator cuff, made up of four
muscles and their attached tendons, serves to connect the upperarm bone (humerus) with the shoulder blade, as well as hold the ball of
the upper arm ﬁrmly in the shoulder
socket. Because the shoulder has a
wide range of motion, it is often subject to injury. While severe injuries,
such as muscle tears, require surgical repair, most rotator cuff injuries
respond to chiropractic treatment.
After a careful examination of the
injured shoulder and its range of
motion, the chiropractor can manipulate the injured joints and provide exercises that are speciﬁcally
designed to help heal the injury,
improve the ﬂexibility of the rotator cuff and shoulder muscles, and
provide balanced shoulder muscle
strength.

Chiropractic can be of enormous
beneﬁt in treating and rehabilitating your shoulder injury. Come to
LALONDE CHIROPRACTIC SPINE
CENTER OF NEW ENGLAND. Our
doctor will use gentle, speciﬁc skills
to identify, evaluate, and treat any
involved areas and help alleviate
your discomfort. We’re located at
42 Tremont St., Suite 10B (Rt 3A at
Rt 3). Chiropractic can treat carpal tunnel syndrome, headaches,
and back and neck pain. Lower
back and leg pain can be resolved
painlessly through the gentle, nonforce Cox® Technic, a non-surgical and effective procedure. Call
781.934.0943.
P.S. If a shoulder injury is not treated
immediately and properly, immobility can lead to “frozen shoulder”
(adhesive capsulitis).
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Duxbury Early Settlers: Palmer
By Lamont “Monty” Healy
Special to the Clipper

[See last week’s Clipper for part one of this story
-Ed.].
lizabeth
Partridge
married
William
Kemp in 1638 and
when he died three years later
she inherited half of the Prence
farm on Soule Avenue. She
then married Thomas Thacher.
Her sons Isaac and Rodolphus
(Ralph) Thacher were both living on the Latham farm (located
just south of the Partridge farm)
and Ralph ended up inheriting
the Partridge farm.
The next owner of the
Palmer farm was John Robinson who bought it from Ralph
Thacher in 1703. Both of these
men were ministers and Ralph
Thacher, after 20 years of farming, moved to Chilmark on Martha’s Vineyard in 1689 where he
served the island parish.
John Robinson sold the
farm to Robert Stanford in 1739
and he in turn left it to his son
Joshua in 1757. On October 8,
1778 Joshua Stanford sold the
property to Zabdiel Weston, a
cousin of Ezra Weston (King
Caesar).
Zabdiel served in the Continental Army during the Revolution, although he saw little,
if any, action. He was married
twice, first to Hannah Curtis in 1769 and then to Lydia
Churchill in 1798. Zabdiel and
Hannah had four children Sylvanus, Elkanah, Olive, and
Wealthea. During the 1790s and
early 1800s Zabdiel sold off
several small parcels near the
water on what is now Shipyard
Lane. He also sold off property
on the “New Street,” which was
later named Washington Street
in honor of our first President
who had recently finished his
second term in office. Zabdiel
profited well from the need for
the shipbuilders to have a street
serving the booming industry
– right place at the right time!
Zabdiel died in July of 1805.
He divided the farm into several smaller parcels and left them
to his children, the bulk of the
property going to his son Elkanah.
Strangely, although this
farm was 65 acres during the
ownership of the Partridge- Thacher family for over 50 years,
it was never again to be in its
original shape and area. After
the Stanford, Weston ownerships several larger tracts were
reassembled by George H.
Stearns and Capt. George P.
(Partridge) Richardson, who
were descendents of the Partridges. These properties were
later called the “Stearns Farm”

The grey cape
at 167 Depot
St. (across
the street in
the woods)
is owned by
Jackie and
F. Michael
Dewire, III.

E

and the Rebecca Ames property. This all happened in the
late 1800s and early 1900s, and
it brings into question whether
Partridge Road was named after
the much respected Rev. Ralph
or the Partridge descendents
(who were most likely descendents of George Partridge) being rightfully proud of the family name.
Other street names in the
area include Shipyard Lane,
which was where Nathaniel and
Joshua Cushing had their shipyard. South Station Street was
the location of the South Duxbury Station on the Duxbury and
Cohasset Railroad Co. line (Old
Colony Railroad.) established in
1846. I’m sure that Amos Sampson was a much respected man
for somebody to name a street
after him. I did find an entry in
King Caesar’s record book in
which he seems to spell only
phonetically. Amos Sampson
was the first “Detter” (pre-Revolutionary period) that appears
on the books, charged with several pounds of “terbacker” at 2s
per pound, also for “cutting a
cote, 1 shillin,” several pounds
“of Cofey at 1s, 4p,” which he
paid for by “butcherin sundry
catel, and sheerin six sheep at
1s, 6p each.” Maybe this is not
the Amos we are looking for!
Josselyn Avenue may be
named for John Josselyn an early settler on this property or for
his family which was mostly located on the property just to the
south of William Palmer. As to
the naming of “Wicked Hill,” I
hope it is because it’s so steep!
There are two houses of
historical significance within
the limits of William Palmer’s
grant. One of these houses, located at 167 Depot St. currently
owned by Jackie and F. Michael
Dewire, III is in the southwest
corner of the property on the
west side of the abandoned Old
Colony Railroad Line, north of
the Duxbury Clipper office. According to the Duxbury Rural
and Historical Society the house
was built in 1744 by Amos
Sampson. When the railroad
came right by their front door
around 1850, the owners at the
time would wave at, and talk
to, the passengers. Anything to

This is the sixth installment of a series of articles about Duxbury’s
early settlers, using
land records and other
historical documents.
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break up the day. Another story,
about one of the people in the
house, was with coffee in hand,
jumping aboard as the train
slowed down at the curve.
The other house currently
owned by John and Julie Truelove, located at 47 Partridge
Road, is also a story of movement - the house was moved
from another part of town. This
could have been in the era of
Zabdiel Weston’s ownership or,
more likely, when Capt. George
P. Richardson owned the property. They both had the wherewithal to accomplish this, but
Mr. Richardson had the added
incentive of cementing everything “Partridge” about the
property. As Paul Harvey used
to say on radio and TV “…and
the rest of the story is…” that
the house, believed to be about
250 years old, came from another piece of property owned
by the Rev. Ralph Partridge.
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“Having a TEAM THIS GOOD,
and this close lets me get back to
everything here that I love.”

PATIENTS ON THE SOUTH SHORE and Cape Cod
aren’t the only ones commending the cancer
program at Jordan Hospital. The American College
of Surgeons Commission on Cancer recently
reported that the quality of our treatment far
exceeds state averages in ﬁve key areas.*
Doctors are increasingly referring patients to
Jordan Hospital for state-of-the-art care—like the
brachytherapy that’s helping Rich ﬁght prostate
cancer with a minimum of surgery and side effects.

In clinical affiliation with

TUFTS MEDICAL CENTER

* May 2010

781-834-6231 • 267 Ocean St., Brant Rock, Marshﬁeld

275 SANDWICH ST., PLYMOUTH, MA 508.830.2390 WWW.JORDANHOSPITALCANCERCARE.ORG

