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The DEF Spelling Bee will soon BEE here!
Thursday, January 28th 6:00-9:00 at the PAC

Bee Information and entry forms available at www.duxburyeducationfoundation.org

By Justin GraeBer, Clipper editor 
Justin@duxBuryClipper.Com

The School Committee has 
little time to waste if they’re 
going to have a new superin-
tendent in place by the next 
school year.

Susan Skeiber informed 
the board at its Jan. 6 meeting 
that she would be leaving Dux-
bury at the end of the school 
year and says she has no con-
crete plans for the future. She 
has offered to help out with the 

search for the next superinten-
dent.

The committee called a 
special meeting on Wednes-
day to get the search process 
rolling.

Luckily, some of the work 
has already been done. When 
Skeiber was hired in 2007, a 
firm was hired and an exten-
sive, nation-wide search was 
undertaken, including input 
from the community. The 

By Justin GraeBer, Clipper editor 
Justin@duxBuryClipper.Com

On the 81st anniversary of 
the birth of civil rights crusad-
er Martin Luthar King, a storm 
was raging.

While a literal storm 
whipped at the windows of the 
High Street Methodist Church, 
speakers reminded the audi-
ence of the recent devastation 
in Haiti, and two recent hate 
crimes as proof that as far as 
society has come since the 
60’s, the Rev. King’s work is 
not yet complete.

“We have a lot to celebrate 
about the path we have come, 

but we have a lot of work to 
do,” keynote speaker Arthur 
Bernard told the packed cham-
ber. “... Justice is where we are 
headed.”

The event was co-spon-
sored by the Duxbury Inter-
faith Council and the Duxbury 
No Place for Hate Committee.

“It’s just marvelous to have 
you all here today to celebrate 
the life and ideals of Mar-
tin Luther King,” said Peter 
Winterbottom from the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist in 
his introductory remarks.

An influential Pilgrim

continued on page 12

continued on page 14

SOMEDAY: Arthur Bernard and his family, along with Interfaith Council President Harry Katz, sing 
“We Shall Overcome” at the Martin Luther King Day celebration at High Street Methodist on Monday. 
Bernard, Gov. Deval Patrick’s chief of staff, was the featured speaker.

Search for a new 
head of the class 

Speaker: ‘We must be vigilant’

King’s words, 
lessons live 

By lamont Healy, Clipper ContriButor

William Collier was 
what the pilgrims 
called a “late com-

er.” He arrived in Plymouth in 
1633, most likely on the ship Mary 
& Jane. Although a “late comer,” 
he had been intimately involved in 
the Pilgrim venture since as early 
as 1624. He was one of the Mer-
chant Adventurers who financed 
the Mayflower Company. He was 
a firm friend of the Colonists. It 
was said of him “he had so gener-

continued on page 16

One of the features of what was once the William Collier land 
grant is the Milepost Restaurant, formerly known as “Ma 
Pierce’s.” Photo courtesy of wVanessa Hammond
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ous a spirit, as not to be con-
tent with making profit by the 
enterprise of the pilgrims, un-
less he shared their hardships.” 
From all outward appearances 
he was truly a beloved man. He 
was also the wealthiest man in 
the colony.

Almost upon his arrival he 
assumed important duties, such 
as assistant to Gov. Bradford in 
1634. He was elected assistant 
28 times (one-year terms). For 
many of these years he was the 
court magistrate. At one point, 
the colony leaders asked him 
to review all the colony’s exist-
ing laws as to their fairness and 
usefulness. In his later years 
(it’s believed that he was in his 
mid 80s at the time of his death 
in 1671), the court appointed 
the treasurer to procure a ser-
vant for him because of his 
failing health.

Mr. Collier was, all in all, 
one of the most influential men 
in the colony. He was frequent-
ly granted land, and even more 
often served on committees to 
view and lay out (survey) land 
for others.

Probably, the reason that 
William Collier is not better 
remembered is that the Collier 
name is not among the more 
prominent names in Duxbury 
today. Of his 12 children only 
four daughters survived to 
adulthood. His eldest daughter, 
Mary, married Gov. Thomas 
Prence her neighbor to the 
west; daughter Rebecca mar-
ried Job Cole her neighbor to 
the east; daughter Sarah mar-
ried Love Brewster, son of 
Elder William Brewster; and 
daughter Elizabeth married 
Constant Southworth, Gov. 
Bradford’s step-son. 

A thought here about Elder 
William Brewster’s son’s name 
“Love.” Elder Brewster had 
another son named Wrestling, 
and a daughter named Fear. El-
der was a very religious man. 
My daughter thinks it may 
be that he was wrestling with 
God’s will or living in fear. My 
thought was that he only had 
five children, so it’s not like 
he ran out of names! Might he 
have picked more “normal” 
names out of the Bible? One 
of Fear’s descendents was our 
12th president Zachary Taylor, 
“Old Rough and Ready.”

Mr. Collier was granted 
land of 80 acres or more, 
which is comprised of the 
Oceanwoods development, 
which stretches easterly to the 
rear of lots on the west side of 
Bayridge Lane, as far north as 
the Milepost restaurant, and 
down to the shore at what was 
called Morton’s Hole. With 
four daughters and his wife, 
he could have been granted as 
much as 120 acres. Mr. Collier 
received several land grants, 
some of which may have been 
to make up for a shortage here. 
This property was granted 
to his granddaughter Sarah 
(Brewster) and her husband 
Benjamin Bartlett, and then it 
passed to their son Benjamin, 

Jr.
At the time of the Colliers 

deeding the land to Benjamin 
and Sarah (1661) it was de-
scribed as bounded by, “on the 
one side by land of Christopher 
Wadsworth. … sometimes the 
land of Jonathon Brewster (in 
the past) and on the other side 
by land of Christopher Wad-
sworth, which was the land 
of Job Cole.” Good clues for 
our research that Jonathon 
Brewster and Job Cole were 
granted the land west and east 
of the Collier property. Even 
though this deed was rewrit-
ten in 1666 (leaving out the 
Brewster and Cole references) 
to provide for William Collier 
and his wife Jane to live out 
their lives on the property, the 
early deed is significant.

In 1724 Benjamin Bartlett, 
Jr. left the property to his seven 
daughters, five of whom had 
husbands. Rebekah Bradford, 
widow of John, and Abigail 
Bartlett were single at the time. 
The husband’s names were Jo-
siah Thomas, John Samson, 
John Murdock, Jr., Israel Brad-
ford and John Turner.

Intermediate 
Owners

The property 
was never totally 
“re-assembled” af-
ter 1724, but several 
owners accumulated 
large acreages, most 
notably the Ocean-
woods development. 
Some of the owners 
over the years were 
George I. Winsor, 
pre 1845; Seth C. 
Cushing acquired 7 
parcels between 1845 
and 1876; Lerniah Ripley, 
1861; Frances A. Edgett ac-
quired 7 parcels (same as S. C. 
Cushing above) and sold them 
to Jeremiah M. Allen in 1890; 
Annie M. Paine, 1920; Frank 
A. Wellman, 1925; Jennie E. 
Rumery, 1930; Annie M. Well-
man, 1931; Marjorie S. Parks, 
1943 and 1945. Marjorie S. 
Parks, J. Newton Shirley, W. G. 
Herrick and Thomas W. Her-
rick, Jr. sold to Thomas Hast-
ings the property that became 
Oceanwoods. The only street 
name that requires an explana-
tion might be Wirt Way, which 
carries the Wirt family name 
who lived on both sides of 
Wadsworth Creek (sometimes 
called Torrey’s Creek). Pill hill 
Lane is currently a mystery to 
me.

The Milepost Restaurant
It might be significant that 

William Collier was granted 
the privilege of dispensing li-
quor. In June of 1660 Plymouth 
Colony records show “Liberty 
is given to Mr. Collyare by 
the Court to sell strong waters 
to his naighbours or any oth-
ers, as hee shall thinke meet.” 
What better place to conduct 
this business than at the pres-
ent location of the Milepost 
restaurant. He was the owner 
of a “brewhouse” in England.

There was no Bay Road at 
the time, and the current inter-

section of Tremont, Chestnut 
and Tobey Garden, where the 
Milepost is currently located 
had a similar configuration of 
“cartways” in the 17th century. 
It’s possible too, that he con-
ducted his business from his 
home. We do not have a spe-
cific location of his homestead, 
but in the 1724 division of the 
property there is a mention of 
buildings on Lot 4, which was 
about three-quarters of the 
way between today’s Trem-
ont Street towards Bay Road, 
near the center of the property, 
probably near the side slope of 
the street in Oceanwoods.

The Milepost restaurant 
property is a part of an 18.5-
acre parcel deeded by Ger-
shom Bradford to Dura Wads-
worth in 1859. This portion of 
William Collier’s land would 
be the northerly end from near 
the Old Colony Railroad right 
of way to what is now Trem-
ont Street. Dura Wadsworth’s 
property passed to Henry Wad-
sworth. Henry’s heirs deeded 
it to Charles E. Hall in 1909. 
Hall sold the property to Percy 
L. Walker and Walker sold it to 
John C. Runcle, both transac-
tions taking place in October 
of 1922.

Mr. Runcle rented the prop-
erty first to Mr. and Mrs. Eu-
gene Page, who operated it as  
Page’s Stand, and then in 1929 

to Mil-
dred A. 
P i e r c e 
w h o 
c a l l e d 
it MA 
Pierce’s. 
“ M A ” 
because 

of Mil-
dred A. and she was a mother 
of six children. She rented the 
property for several years be-
fore she bought it in June of 
1945. Her bill of fare included 
fried clams, clam chowder, 
cakes, pies (lemon sponge was 
a local favorite), donuts, etc. 
She was quite successful and 
raised her six children alone. 
The current parking lot was a 
grove of pine trees with bench-
es and picnic tables. There was 
even a movie screen (provided 
by a cigarette manufacturer) 
on which MA showed movies 
like the drive-in theaters of the 
day. I wonder if she showed 
the “Mildred Pierce” movie? 
Probably not! I also wonder if 
James M. Cain, the author of 
“Mildred Pierce,” ever visited 
Duxbury and heard the name. 
She sold the restaurant in No-
vember of 1946 to Walter and 
Bertha Schroeder, and retired 
shortly thereafter. Mildred A. 
Pierce died on May 9, 1951 
and is buried in Mayflower 
Cemetery.

The Schroeders only kept 
the restaurant for a short time 
and sold it to Vera K. Luttrop 
in 1947. Knute Luttrop named 
the restaurant the Corner Cup-
board. Although the Luttropps 
owned the property for ten 
years, they rented it to Marga-
ret Viall, Doris Viall and Thel-
ma Snow who enjoyed some 

success. The Luttropps sold 
the facility to the Carl Schaf-
fer family in January of 1957 
and they named it the Mile-
post. Greta Schaffer was the 
cook, and I guess a good one; 
her recipe for Milepost Pecan 
Pie is in Margery L. Macmil-
lon’s “Stopping Places along 
Duxbury Roads,” which con-
tains a more detailed account 
of the Milepost along with 
many other restaurants, inns, 
tea rooms, etc. I would like to 
think that the reason for the 
Milepost name was that there 
was a granite post with mile-
ages on it at this strategic inter-
section. We won’t know until 
it shows up somewhere. Until 
then I’ll defer to Ms. Macmil-
lon, who attributes the name to 
the location being a mile from 
Tinkertown, So. Duxbury, and 
Island Creek.

The Schaffers sold the 
front half of the property to 
Robert A. and Ruby O. Simp-
son in 1963, and operated the 
restaurant as The Dory. In the 
later stages of their owner-
ship they leased the restaurant 
to Paul and Bob Lundbaum 
who changed the name to The 
Brothers II, which lasted only 
a short time. The Simpsons 
sold the business to George F. 
and Helen Henderson in 1979 
and they renamed it The Mile-
post. Here again there was a 
short ownership, as the Hen-
dersons sold the restaurant to 
the current owners Bud and 
Trish Johnson in November of 
1982. Since then it has steadily 
increased in popularity and 
seems to be more and more 
successful as the years go by.    

Duxbury’s early Settlers: William Collier
This is the second install-
ment of a series of articles 
about Duxbury’s early set-
tlers, using land records 
and other historical docu-
ments. Contact Mr. Healy 
at monty15@msn.com 
with any questions or 
comments.

continued from page one

The Milepost as it stands today.




